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PROVIDING RESOURCES AND 

EDUCATION FOR KIDS ACT (PRE-K) 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 26, 2000 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today, kindergarten 
teachers estimate that one in three children 
enters the classroom unprepared to meet the 
challenges of school. Prekindergarten pro-
grams are key to helping these young people 
be ready to learn when they attend their first 
day of school. Many children, however, do not 
have access to pre-k programs. While several 
states, including Wisconsin, are expanding 
their prekindergarten programs, only one state 
in the country, Georgia, currently has a uni-
versal pre-k program. 

To help states meet the challenge of pro-
viding quality prekindergarten programs, I in-
troduced the Providing Resources and Edu-
cation for Kids Act (Pre-K Act) on October 25, 
2000. This legislation would provide grants to 
state education agencies to help establish or 
strengthen prekindergarten early learning pro-
grams that provide full day, full calendar year 
early learning services for children age five 
and under. To encourage states to participate 
and ensure their long-term investment, the bill 
creates a sliding scale over five years for the 
federal-state match. 

Good quality early education helps children 
develop, enter school ready to succeed and 
improve their skills. In fact, studies of several 
state prekindergarten initiatives offer con-
vincing evidence of the benefits of early edu-
cation for children at risk of school failure such 
as higher mathematics and reading achieve-
ment, increased creativity, better school at-
tendance, improved health and greater paren-
tal involvement. Further, prekindergarten pro-
grams have proven cost-effective over time. 
The Rand Corporation and a team of re-
searchers at the University of Wisconsin esti-
mate that the most effective prekindergarten 
programs create savings to the government of 
$13,000 to $19,000 per child. This savings is 
realized in higher school achievement, less re-
tention in a grade, a reduced need for special 
education, and less crime. 

I hope that Congress would consider this 
important issue before we adjourn for the 
year. If, however, we are unable to debate the 
Pre-K Act, I will work to make it a top priority 
when the 107th Congress considers the reau-
thorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 
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WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 4811, FOREIGN OPER-
ATIONS, EXPORT FINANCING, 
AND RELATED PROGRAMS AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2000 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
discuss issues concerning the Republic of 

Macedonia. The largest population of Macedo-
nian-Americans resides in my district. During 
the Kosovo Crisis, and throughout the wars in 
the Former Yugoslavia in the 1990’s, Mac-
edonia has shown remarkable strength and re-
silience which has allowed this democratic 
country to emerge as a point of stability in the 
Balkans as well as a strong ally of the United 
States. I believe we need to adhere to our fi-
nancial commitments and reemphasize our 
support for Macedonia. 

As many of you know, President Boris 
Trajkovski is engaged in a long-term economic 
development program following the aftermath 
of the Kosovo crisis. Also, I understand that 
the continued border instability is undermining 
the Republic of Macedonia’s overall economic 
climate and risks future economic develop-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to compliment the 
managers of the Foreign Operations Appro-
priations bill for including language that strong-
ly supports President Trajkovski’s govern-
ment’s efforts to bring stability and economic 
prosperity to all Macedonians and to the Bal-
kan region. 

As a strong supporter of Macedonia, I sup-
port the manager’s intent to encourage the 
Department of State to provide adequate re-
sources to fund critical project components of 
President Trajkovski’s Economic Stabilization 
and Development Plan. 
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RECOGNIZING DOLORES LARKIN, 
THE HOT DOG LADY 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2000 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, recently the Contra Costa Times 
newspaper wrote an article about a person 
who has become a fixture in central Contra 
Costa County. Dolores Larkin has had an 
amazing career serving hot dogs at Caspers 
Famous Hot Dogs in Pleasant Hill, California. 
For more than 45 years Dolores has done 
more than serve hot dogs. For all these years 
she has had to listen to people in our commu-
nity who have had problems or are down on 
their luck. It is not unusual to go into Caspers 
and see Dolores counseling someone about 
their kids or talking to her own kids. Whenever 
you walk into Caspers, she always has a 
smile for you. That is why so many people go 
out of their way to get a dog at Caspers. 

Mr. Speaker, I should know; I have eaten as 
many Caspers hot dogs as any person in the 
county. I started eating hot dogs at Caspers in 
Richmond. There was a rumor when we were 
young that the record number of dogs eaten in 
one sitting was 19. On a challenge I tried to 
break it and got to 14. Even today the debate 
goes on as to where the best hot dog was 
served. Was it Chris’s in Oakland, Doggie 
Diner in Oakland and Richmond or Kaspers 
with a ‘‘K’’? 

Mr. Speaker, time turned out to be the test; 
most of the others are gone now—they just 
could not compete with the great people at 
Caspers, especially Dolores who has been a 
great friend to so many in the community. It is 

wonderful to see her get this recognition. I 
submit the following article from the Contra 
Costa Times: 

Hot Dog Lady’s a Fixture at Pleasant Hill 
eatery 

(By Katie Oyan) 
PLEASANT HILL—Dolores Larkin rarely 

goes unnoticed. 
People point and stare at her in the gro-

cery store, at the doctor’s office—even once 
when she was vacationing in Hawaii. 

‘‘Kids will say, ‘Look mom, it’s the hot dog 
lady!’ ’’ she said, ‘‘It used to embarrass me, 
but it doesn’t anymore. I like it.’’ 

In November, the 68-year-old great-grand-
mother will celebrate her 45th anniversary 
as an employee at Casper’s Famous Hot 
Dogs, a popular hang-out and fast-food joint 
on the corner of Vivian Drive and Contra 
Costa Boulevard. 

The Concord resident doesn’t sling dogs for 
the money. In fact, the only bad thing one of 
her managers, Ron Dorian, could say about 
Larkin is that she sometimes forgets to cash 
her paychecks. 

Instead, the ‘‘hot dog lady’’ said she has 
stuck around for the company. 

‘‘I like my customers—that’s why I’m 
here,’’ said Larkin, wearing her long, dark 
hair in a pony-tail and bubble-gum pink 
earrings to match her Casper’s apron. 

Over the years, Larkin has made Casper’s 
her second home. Of her five children, 10 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren, 
seven of them have worked with her at the 
restaurant, and some still do. To family, 
she’s known as ‘‘Grandma hot dog.’’ 

Before coming to Pleasant Hill, Larkin 
spent five years at the Casper’s on First Ave-
nue in Oakland. In 1960, her boss sent her to 
the Pleasant Hill Casper’s to train employees 
before the restaurant’s grand opening. She 
has been there ever since. 

And so have many of her customers. 
Bob Wescott, a retired military pilot and 

researcher, has been a regular for so long, 
Larkin gave him his own key. Five days a 
week, he opens the store and starts the cof-
fee, getting a cup ready for Larkin when she 
comes in. 

‘‘Another gentleman and his wife did it for 
years, but they got too old and said they 
couldn’t do it anymore. I guess I just hap-
pened to be there,’’ Wescott said. 

A couple of retired Pleasant Hill police of-
ficers also lend Larkin a little volunteer 
labor. They come in each morning and re-
stock the restaurant’s paper cups and lids. If 
there are any light bulbs that need replac-
ing, they do that, too. 

‘‘Everyone thinks the world of Dolores,’’ 
Wescott said. ‘‘That’s why we do it. She’s 
just an awful nice person, that’s all.’’ 

One of the first fast food chains in the Bay 
Area, Casper’s migrated to the East Bay 
from Chicago in 1934. In addition to the one 
in Pleasant Hill, there are 10 Casper’s res-
taurants—in Albany, Richmond, San Pablo, 
Walnut Creek, Dublin, Concord, two in Oak-
land and two in Hayward. 

Among the other stores in the chain, the 
Pleasant Hill Casper’s is known as ‘‘the 
country club’’ for its friendly, comfortable 
environment, Larkin said. Devoid of a play-
land or flashy banners, a couple of counters 
and a handful of wooden tables give the res-
taurant its old fashioned appeal. ‘‘Floy,’’ the 
philodendron in the front window, is named 
after a coworker who died about five years 
ago. ‘‘We raised our kids together,’’ Larkin 
said. 

The Pleasant Hill Casper’s is also the most 
successful in the chain, selling about 200,000 
dogs a year. 
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